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NEWS RELEASE
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THE DE-CAUCUS-ING OF IRISH AFFAIRS

O'CLERY'S BOOK "THE GREENING OF THE WHITE HOUSE"

Washington, D.C., November 20, 1996 -- Conor O'Clery’s new book is quite extraordi-
nary. It has achieved what no other book or major article on Irish affairs in Washington in the
last 20 years could achieve: it pretends that there is no such organization as the Irish National
Caucus.

Not once in its 263 pages is the Irish National Caucus mentioned -- not even in passing.
If O'Clery was only writing about how four individuals--Bruce Morrison, Nial O'Dowd, Bill
Flynn. and Chuck Feeney--negotiated with The White House regarding the peace process, then
that would be a different matter as the Caucus was not involved in that area and would never
claim to be.

But look at all the areas O'Clery covers without any reference to the Irish National
Caucus -- areas in which the contribution of the Caucus is undeniable and well documented by
the media in the U.S.. Ireland and Britain.

. Jimmy Carter's meeting with the Irish in Pittsburgh, which the Irish National

Caucus organized (and about which O'Clery interviewed Father McManus.)

. The Congressional Committee on Irish Affairs, which the Caucus initiated and

has always had considerable influence with. :

* The long tension (before the peace-process began) between Carrey - Moynihan,

O'Neil - Kennedy and the Dublin Government and those who wanted a stronger
-- though nonviolent -- line on Northern Ireland.

. The MacBride Principles. which the Caucus initiated and launched.

. The efforts to educate and lobby the Congress and Government over the past 20
years on human rights violations in Northern Ireland.

. The efforts to get the Irish message into the Press. Radio, and Television.

. The efforts to hold President Clinton to his Irish promises.

® The efforts to put pressure on The White House and Congress to get the visa for

Gerry Adams.

Furthermore. the subtitle of O'Clery's book is: "The Inside Story of How America Tried
to Bring Peace to Ireland” -- a very broad brush indeed.

O'CLERY'S CREDIBILITY IS THE ISSUE

What are the chances that one could objectively and accurately write about these Irish
issues in Washington and exclude all mention of the Irish National Caucus?

When asked. the Irish National Caucus President, Father Sean McManus, said, "Of
course, I'm in a rather invidious position. My comments could be dismissed as merely a matter
of me being annoyed that the Caucus is not mentioned in O'Clery’s book. On the other hand, if 1
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States who give of their time and money so that the Caucus could have impact on Capitol Hill. The
issue, however, is not about my reaction. but rather about the accuracy and objectivity of O'Clery's
book."

When Fr. McManus was asked why he thought the Caucus was excluded he said, "pettiness,
ineptitude, revisionism or censorship. Take your choice--maybe all four of them."

O'CLERY'S CENSORSHIP

When asked to elaborate he explained. "I always had a friendly relationship with O'Clery
who was Washington Correspondent for The Irish Times from 1991-1996. But shortly before he left
Washington for Beijing, I criticized him for an unfair article he wrote in The Irish Times regarding
the Caucus' criticism of President Clinton’s backtracking on the MacBride Principles. One non-
journalist said to me, "You can now forget about any favorable mention in O'Clery's book.' I said,
‘Surely he wouldn't be so petty? 'Wait and see.” was the reply."

"Let me give just one concrete example of O'Clery's assiduous censorship of the Irish Na-
tional Caucus.”

"On page 135, O'Clery writes about CNN's Crossfire program on Northern Ireland in
December 1993. He mentions how the Unionists were only able to produce a Ms. Maureen Mercker
‘who had never before appeared on T.V." He then refers to Pat Buchanan as the person 'there to put
the Irish side." Not true. I was the one ‘there to put the Irish side’. I was the only other guest on the
show. Buchanan and the other co-host Michael Kinsley were there as always to host the program,
Mercker and I were there to debate the Irish issue.”

"This is particularly bizarre in view of the following fact: O'Clery wrote an article on the
Crossfire program for The Irish Times: THERE IS NO SHORTAGE OF IRISH-AMERICANS TO
SPEAK OUT ON IRISH ISSUES: UNIONISM MUTED IN LOBBYING CAPITOL' (Irish Times
Dec. 4, 1993) It was a lengthy article -- six columns using about one-third of a page. Yet nowhere in
the article about the debate did he mention that I was giving the opposing position to Mercker. On
Dec. 6, 1993 I faxed a letter to O' Clery pointing out his extraordinary journalistic omission, ending
by asking, 'What could possibly explain it?" He immediately faxed me back a hand written note,
'What indeed? Point taken.' (Dec. 6, 1993.)

"Well clearly the point was not taken. His book in fact compounds the original censorship by
claiming that Buchanan, not I, was ‘there to put the Irish side’. Now do you suppose all this could
have happened accidently...twice?"

EXPERTS RESPOND TO O'CLERY'S OMISSION

Here is the reaction of some experts to O'Clery's pretending that the Irish National Caucus
did not exist.

Congressman Ben Gilman (R-NY-20), Chairman of the House International Relations
Committee, said, "It is difficult to perceive that any book on America's role in helping to bring
peace and justice to Irefand would not include any mention of the Irish National Caucus. It is inac-
curate to write the history of Irish America's involvement in Washington and the political struggle
for peace and justice in Ireland over the last twenty years, without noticing the leadership of the Irish
National Caucus in that effort. I was pleased to work closely with the Caucus for example in the
historic first ever Congressional passage during the 104th Congress of the MacBride fair employ-
ment principles, aimed at promoting economic justice in the North of Ireland."

When asked if they would be surprised that the Irish National Caucus would not be men-
tioned in a book of this type a number of leading Irish journalists said yes. These included Ray
O’'Hanlon, Senior Editor of the Irish Echo, Ed Maloney of Belfast, a well-known writer on
Northern Ireland and columnist for the Sunday Tribune, and Basil McLaughlin, Editor of the
Andersonstown News, who added, "I would find that deeply disturbing and feel that it hints at
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censorship.” Kevin Cullen who covers Irish affairs for the Boston Globe said, "It would seem to
me that any history of American involvement in the Northern Ireland conflict would inevitably have
to include the Irish National Caucus."

Brendan MacLua, Chairman and former Editor of the Irish Post (Londen) said, "I'm
very surprised. The Caucus has been there for over 20 years and has throughout played a leading
role.”

Frank Doherty of Sunday Business Post and former Editor of the Sunday News, said, "I
would find it a startling omission. The Irish National Caucus has played such an significant role not
only in Irish-American politics, but in the influence of America on political changes in Ireland in the
last quarter century."

Another well-known writer for a leading newspaper in Northern Ireland, who asked not
to be named. said "It does seem odd that the Irish National Caucus which has lobbied on these issues
is ignored. Whenever our newspaper needed a comment over the past twenty years on Northern
Ireland affairs in Washington, the Caucus would be one of the first we would call."

- Professor Andrew J. Wilson of Loyola University in Chicago, and a native of
Dungannon, Northern Ireland. author of the critically acclaimed, authoritative book Irish America
and the Ulster Conflict -- 1968-1995 said he was "astounded.” "I cannot understand how the role of
the Irish National Caucus could be omitted because they played an extremely important role in Irish-
American lobbying activity on Capitol Hill."

Michael Farrell (Dublin) former Civil Rights leader, author of a number of books on
Northern Ireland, attorney and leading member of the Irish Council for Civil Liberties said,” I
am well aware that over many years the Irish National Caucus has raised the Irish issue in the
American political arena. Therefore, I am very surprised that there is no mention of the Caucus.
And in my opinion the work of the Caucus and others especially in relation to the MacBride Prin-
ciples laid the groundwork for the current level of U.S. interest in the Irish issue."

Leading Northern Ireland human rights campaigner Monsignor Denis Faul said, "A
book about Washington and Northern Ireland that would eliminate all references to the Irish Na-
tional Caucus is quite ridiculous and cannot be taken seriously."

Equally well-known human rights campaigner and prominent commentator on the
Northern Ireland issue, Father Des Wilson of Belfast said, "If O'Clery fails to mention one of the
most significant American-Irish human rights organizations, it must cast doubt on the worth of the
whole book." .

Oliver Kearney of Equality (Northern Ireland) said, "Downright amazing! Quite an
unforgivable omission.”

Ed Wallace, National President of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, also expressed
amazement, "I simply cannot understand how O'Clery could fail to mention the Irish National
Caucus since it is a very visible lobby in our nation's Capital." .

Al Doyle, Vice President and General Counsel of America Ireland Foundation (PEC),
who monitors media coverage on Ireland said, "I would be shocked and surprised if the Irish Na-
tional Caucus, whose work is well known in Irish America, was not mentioned."

James Mullin of New Jersey, Chairman of the Irish Famine Curriculum Committee,
and a law librarian, said, "For Irish Times Washington correspondent Conor O'Clery to have
written a book en the Irish influence in Washington, DC without mentioning one of the principal
players, the Irish National Caucus, calls into question his objectivity, and his command of the facts."

Edmund Lynch (NJ), National Coordinator of the Lawyers Alliance for Justice in
Ireland said, "I would be more than surprised. Indeed I would find it illogical that the leading Irish
lobbying group is omitted. [ can only believe that it is intentional, otherwise it shows a complete
ignorance of what has happened on Capitol Hill for the past 20 years concerning Ireland."

Bill Hughes, author and commentator on WBAI, 99.5 fm on Pacifica's Radio Free
Eireann in NYC said, "Leaving the Caucus out of a book like this is like leaving Hamlet out of
Shakespeare. If this book is published in the U.S. I trust Irish-Americans will treat it with the
contempt it deserves."”

END




